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Situation Analysis
Before we get into actual guidance relative to the planning process, it is important to reflect on the
current situation and on what has been presented and learned from the concept of LEVERAGE. Much
has been written about the future of work and all predictions are clearly indicating that most of the
work will be accomplished very differently than what we have been accustomed to during the past
100 years of the industrialized economy. Our dependence on physical facilities which housed workers
who worked the typical 9 am to 5 pm hours may now be a former way of working vs the more flexible
manner in which work can be accomplished from home or even a smartphone.

As we discussed in Ultimate Gig - Flexibility and Freedom in how we can work for fair rewards is a
reality. Approximately 60 million Americans are already involved in the gig economy trending toward
75 million within the next 3 years. The positive impact on the U.S. economy is estimated to currently
exceed one trillion dollars. This phenomenon has triggered new possibilities that can activate the
concept of LEVERAGE.

Most notable about the acceptance of the gig economy and the high satisfaction rate amongst gig
workers is the simplicity of gig models. They are typically easy to understand, easy to engage, and do
not require time-consuming employer interviews to become engaged. A gig seeker can actually be
engaged and working their new gig within a couple of days, often within hours. Pay is prompt upon
completion of the work and always performance based. There is no fear of job loss because the gig
worker has chosen to be involved and, they can also choose to cease being involved in accordance
with their decision, not the decision of the gig-providing entity.

The gig economy has impacted the future of work in a manner that will continue to change our
definitions of work. The gig economy may also be the leading indicator of a new trend toward
enterprise which is available in diverse formats eliminating, or certainly reducing, the risk associated
traditionally with entrepreneurship. The future of work has arrived and what we see is a new form of
entrepreneurship, the emergence of microentrepreneurship and the microentrepreneur. 

Because we can do so many different things in a flexible manner, our priorities are different and so
are our expectations. As we now know, flexibility in how the work can be done is a primary motivator
for millions who are attracted to the gig economy. The Gig Economy has impacted the future of work
like no other force since the beginning of the industrial revolution.
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As noted in LEVERAGE, more people quit their traditional jobs (Great Recession of 2021) than at any
other time in the history of the United States of America and there were many reasons for the mass
exodus from traditional work formats. Most important to grasp is the changing of values in our culture
accompanied by incredible and innovative technology that enables the ability to do things we never
ever conceived in previous years. Generation Z and millennials think differently because they have
grown up in a very different environment than those of us who may be 40+. However, all generations
should think differently because new possibilities eliminate what formerly may have been barriers or
challenges. The new qualifications associated with how we can work, and leverage assets - be they
physical or more related to time, knowledge, skills, experience, and/or desire and determination to be
more in control of our destinies, have never been greater.

Our research and study of the gig economy triggered our interest in how LEVERAGE can be both an
equalizer and accelerator for the vast majority regardless of past experience or inexperience. We can
now learn much easier. We are typically a few clicks away from understanding something that we did
not know about and, perhaps, never thought about. We are also a few clicks away from leveraging
more of our underutilized assets.

LEVERAGE is a concept we associate with utilizing underutilized assets and developing them into
multiple income streams. Leverage can become a philosophy upon which we can change the game
of life/work balance. When inflation outpaces average wage increases by 3x or 4x, as is happening
here in the United States, we can activate concepts of leverage to ensure against losses in purchasing
power and actually accelerate the attainment of goals and objectives.

Regardless of your current form of work or whether you may be retired from traditional work, the
approach to leveraging assets, discussed in this planning guide, is approached within the context of
designing and planning life and work. Some assets are physical, while others relate to time,
knowledge, skills, or experience. The limitations of years past have been eliminated by new
possibilities. The gig economy has changed the game. We can choose what we would like to do and
even try something new that we never explored before. Or we can develop an underutilized asset into
the enterprise we often dreamed about but felt too risky to try. We can even develop a new career
through multiple opportunities or possibly find the one thing we always knew was out there, we just
didn’t know exactly what it was or how to develop it. We can now work around priorities without
disrupting priorities.

The LEVERAGE Planning Guide will help you to identify why you are exploring the concept of LEVERAGE
and how you methodically approach the exploration of new possibilities. There are fundamentals
associated with planning to succeed and win at whatever we choose to explore and engage be it a
sport, job opportunity, or the development of new sources of income. This guide takes you through an
examination of where you are at this moment in time, the importance of money, goals and objectives,
principles, and values, and ultimately… how you LEVERAGE a few more possibilities in your life.
LEVERAGE may enable something special for you such as greater security, the ability to develop new
or incremental sources of income without disturbing what you are already doing, increasing savings
and investments, or simply gaining the gratification of knowing that you converted some
underutilized assets into new income. If you ever wanted to explore the possibilities of becoming a
microentrepreneur, this may be that opportunity
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The activities in the LEVERAGE Planning Guide are very basic and easy to complete. They consist of
assessments and guides that help prepare you for the development and evaluation of basic goals
and plans. It is best to complete the guide in the sequence it has been prepared in order to gain the
maximum return on your investment of time. Once you have completed this LEVERAGE Planning Guide,
consider completion to be your gift to yourself.

Your age, past experience, or inexperience is not a factor when determining the potential value you
can gain from a study of the information you are reading. The LEVERAGE Planning Guide will activate
more thoughts. It can be a new beginning!

We also learned over the years that it is not how much one earns but how we manage what is
earned. Therefore, regardless of your initial reasons for engaging or exploring LEVERAGE, you have
found what can be a key to making life better and that is the intention of this planning guide. We have
named this the LEVERAGE Planning Guide because we knew there was more guidance that we could
provide beyond what is covered in the digital book.
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How to use this guide:

We suggest you download the digital copy to a personal file. The forms can then be
filled out, and the entire guide (your personal version) can be filed by date or printed
for your records and study.

This guide is not designed to be a permanent document. You may come back to the
guide 6 months from now and see your possibilities quite differently. You can go
back to the original copy that you filed and go through the process again, or as
much as you desire. Times change and so will you.

This guide is the type of guidance still missing in most traditional educational
curriculum. Enjoy your journey through the pages that follow.

Your time is your most precious asset!
Let’s begin… 
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The Importance of
Money

Maximizing possibilities,
achieving happiness and peace of
mind, is not about how much we
earn but earning more than we

spend and saving/investing
appropriately. 

John Fleming

There are many motivations for seeking to maximize income potential through multiple sources of
income. The world’s best and most successful investors do not rely on a sole source of income. The
concept of LEVERAGE makes it possible for anyone to explore multiple income sources and
possibilities. The gig economy changed the game creating equalizers and accelerators now available
to the masses vs the select few. 

In the book, Ultimate Gig, we devote a chapter to the motivations for working a gig. There are several.
However, we put a focus on the financial motivation because it may be the most important reason for
deciding to invest more of your time in some form of LEVERAGE. Money may not be the most important
thing in life however, it is difficult to do anything without adequate financial resources.



Take a look at the three charts which follow. They represent the segment of the population that
controls the wealth, the average amount of money saved by age and household (after deducting the
impact of inflation), and a chart which shows what can be saved and accumulated over a short 5-year
period at various savings rates. A gig, in many cases, may represent an opportunity to ensure that the
amount earned exceeds the amount spent enabling a greater rate of saving and investing. 
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In 2019, families with net worth exceeding $1 million controlled 79.2 percent of all the household
wealth in the country representing approximately 3% of American households. The bottom half of
American families held just 1.5 percent of the wealth.
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Note: Chart numbers are calculated based upon a 2.5% annual rate compounded.

What If …
Additional Savings Per Month Were?

In Five Years …
the Additional Savings will Amount to:

$100.00

$2,000.00

$500.00

$250.00

$1,000.00

$6,379.00

$127,681.00

$31,935.00

$15,948.00

$63,840.00

We provided the previous charts because money may be your primary motivation for exploring the
concept of LEVERAGE.

The LEVERAGE Planning Guide is designed to help you maximize your potential and the results you
expect or seek from your engagement in any form of endeavor designed to create another source of
income.

This Planning Guide is more about you and how you approach the management of yourself, your
time, and your opportunities. The previous statements are important to understand when
contemplating what to do with your time. In the United States of America, the richest country in the
world, approximately 46% of the population is considered educated with some education beyond
secondary level. The is the #6 ranking in the world. However, less than 10 percent of the population
own close to 80% of the wealth. The amount saved by average household is barley $5,000.00 for those
under 35 and just over $10,000 for households in the age category between 35 and 44. The concept of
converting underutilized assets into additional streams of income has the potential of changing the
game when more of the masses become aware of the LEVERAGE concepts.

It is important to understand that the concepts, philosophy, and process shared in this guide could be
part of what is missing in traditional educational curricula. We could easily have taken the position
that one should simply do something that they are not already doing and learn what works or does
not work along the way. This type of approach is, perhaps, what many people may do but the effort is
possibly time consuming and possibly discouraging when everything does not work out. This
planning guide is not a panacea however, it is a guide that will provoke thoughts and save a lot of
time.

The growth of the gig economy and the attraction of micro-enterprise opportunities are the result of
incredible advancements in how we use technology however, technology alone did not fuel the
growth. People from all walks of life are finding flexible work opportunities to be appealing.
Millennials and Generation Z do not define work the same way as their parents and grandparents.
They are simply amazed that we ever placed so much emphasis on the rigidity of 9 to 5 working
hours.
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Those who have been replaced, displaced, or retired only to find the retirement plan to be insufficient
due to inflation and/or a savings investment portfolio that never met goals or expectations now look
for flexible work opportunities. Entrepreneurship has been redefined to be more available and more
inclusive of anyone with a desire to be more in control of their destiny. Adding $500.00 to $1,500.00
per month to an existing income can be life changing. Adding an additional $1,500.00 to income that
already exists is the equivalent of an 18% raise on a $100,000.00 per year salary which few companies
provide through raises or salary adjustments. 

To add perspective to what was shared in the previous paragraph, the average wage increase across
traditional jobs for the year was 4.7%. However, by year-end, inflation had reached about 7% therefore,
the net effect on the average worker was a 2%+ reduction in wages. 

The opportunity to engage a gig or start a micro-enterprise business can be accomplished with a
willingness to invest time versus the need to invest hundreds or even thousands of dollars. A gig can
be started with an investment of a few dollars and the income opportunity is activated almost
immediately. These opportunities are needed because the average American, in the greatest country
in the world, is probably not satisfied with being average. 

Are you ready to continue? If so, turn to the next page.
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Questionnaire

Financial stability provides freedom from debt and the ability to enjoy many comforts in life.
Happiness and peace of mind comes when we’re in the position to provide well for our ourselves,
families, enjoy sharing great experiences with friends, and contribute to worthy causes. 

A.   Are you investing or saving a minimum of 10 percent of your income? 

Yes No

Note: This is a new chart

Note: The above chart shows a savings rate that is less than 10% on average. 

Age has nothing to do with the first question. This question is very basic and allows no wiggle room.
You are either doing it or you are not. More than 90 percent of the population ignores this rule. The
simple truth is that anyone who obeys this rule will achieve a greater degree of financial stability than
what is reflected in the charts we are sharing, regardless of how much money he or she earns! 
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B.   How Much Have You Saved?
Note: The average savings of Americans aged 35-44 is worth nothing. 

Amount in Savings Savings by Age Group 35-44

Zero Savings

$10,000 - $19,999

$1,000 - $4,999

<$1,000

$5,000 - $9,999

41%

5%

13%

29%

4%

$50,000+

$20,000 - $49,999

6%

2%

Source: https://www.gobankingrates.com/ 

https://www.gobankingrates.com/
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The information relative to the financial component of life can be motivation for exploring the
concept of LEVERAGE. The following table demonstrates what can happen when money is saved for 5
years and 10 years. This chart could also fuel one’s motivation to work a gig. 

C.   Self-Assessment 

Additional Savings Per Month 
Savings in 

5 Years

$100.00

$2,000.00

$500.00

$250.00

$1,000.00

$6,379.00

$127,681.00

$31,935.00

$15,948.00

$63,840.00

Savings in 
5 Years

$13,646

$34,114

$68,228

$136,456

$272,911

Note: This part of the LEVERAGE Planning Guide has emphasized a few important thoughts relative to the
financial component of life. The motivation for working a gig is often a financial motivation. It’s never too early or
too late to start saving and investing. Those who manage money effectively and use an online money
management tool that tracks income vs expenses will enhance ability to maximize saving, investing and tax prep
accuracy.  

Question Yes

I am earning more than I spend.

I am currently saving/investing a minimum of
10 percent of my income.

Do I use credit privileges for any expenses
beyond those related to housing and
transportation.

No

I am committed to exploring the concept of
LEVERAGE

I will explore and then select my options
carefully to ensure that I activate my best
chances for success.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



The Importance of Vision
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Now that you have completed your personal assessment, let’s move on to the next phase of the
planning process. Ask yourself this question: Am I now fully committed to doing what I need to do to
make a difference in my life? 

Creativity has more to do with the
elimination of the inessential

than with inventing something
new.

 -Helmut Jahn

Believe that you can make a difference!

A gig can activate dreams. Working a gig can also activate learning. Utilize underutilized time, and
turn that time into additional income. This lesson is focused on creating a vision or enabling the
definition of your vision. You will be reminded that the child inside you, regardless of age or current
circumstances, is alive and well. You can make a difference when you believe you can.

Visualize Meeting Your Goals

In the next activity you will be asked to imagine yourself in many different situations, and to
document those feelings as if you were in those situations. This activity will help you gain the skill of
being able to imagine possibilities as being achieved.
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There is so much in life to think about. Whenever we are not taking enough time to create a vision for
the future, develop specific goals and plans, we are not designing life . . . we are simply living it. And by
simply living it, we can easily become vulnerable to external forces that can actually control and even
prevent us from being all that we can be.

When we visualize what we desire to accomplish and invest the time to think and plan how things
can be, we can activate exhilarating emotions that trigger a commitment to the changes needed to
experience a different type of life. Consequently, we will gain more from time invested in work. It does
not matter if others cannot see your vision. As long as you believe in the possibility, and you believe it
is within your reach, a vision can become a new reality. 

Questionnaire

1. What would you do?

2. How would this impact the lives of others who are important to you?

3. How much money is required?

4. What is required in order to achieve the above?

5. How would achievement make you feel?

Imagine your life if money and time were not barriers to the
decisions you make. 

Suggestion: To complete this exercise, use a journal to record and answer the questions. Clip pictures
from magazines, newspapers, brochures, and other materials that symbolize what you answered
above and tape them to blank pages. The pictures will not only help you visualize how you have
described the life you really want to live, but they will also help fuel your emotions - a very important
step in designing and planning life and enjoying your work.

$ _______________
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Clarify Your Purpose
Exercise 

This is a timed exercise.
You have five minutes to complete.
Print the page and keep for reference.

Describe the purpose of your work and the life you envision.
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If you’re like most people, you probably struggled with this Exercise.  
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You’re not alone. Most of us need some form of guidance and direction to create blueprints for our
lives and the way we work. 

Consider this: You would not think of getting into a car and driving around, hoping to find your
destination without knowing exactly how to get there. Unfortunately, much of the population
evidently does just that when it comes to planning life. Too many don't analyze where they are and do
not have specific plans for where they are going.

This portion of the planning guide helps you to evaluate yourself. Before you can go someplace else
you must know where you are. This is true for planning a trip and certainly true for planning life and
work. Now that you have elected to leverage underutilized assets, whatever they may be, the
potential that lies before you will be the outcome of thoughtful planning and clarity in your purpose. 

Based upon research aggregated over many years, and some of the data we presented in the preface
to this guide, it is evident that many in our society work hard at what they do each and every day
without achieving all of their goals and plans. Perhaps the lack of achievement has more to do with a
lack of planning.  

Let's take an honest look at your current perspective on your life and work. Ask yourself the following
3 questions giving thought to your responses. 

A.   Have you defined success from your personal perspective?

Yes No

The question is simple. Until we examine whether or not we are actually investing our time in working
toward specific goals and plans, we should not expect to accelerate achievement of goals and plans
that support our definition of success. When we truly desire to live and work in accordance with our
personal design, we begin the process of functioning as the architect, the designer, and planner of
our own lives inclusive of the purpose of our work. 

B.    Do you have specific written goals and plans?

Yes No

Business schools stress the importance of strategic plans, and you’ll find that a tremendous amount
of effort goes into planning within corporations and organizations all around the world each and
every year. Often, high-priced consultants are retained whose only focus is to help guide upper
management through the process. It is very unlikely that you’ll find a successful company or
organization without an extremely detailed one to three-year plan. In other words, no successful
business is going to ignore the value of a well thought-out and detailed plan for its operations for
both the present and the future. Our lives and the purpose of our work and efforts should be
approached the same way. 
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C.    Have you shared your commitment to success with anyone else? 

Yes No

You are seeking to leverage underutilized assets because you want to make a difference in some
specific aspect of your life that is important to you. If something is not working you have the ability to
change it. You can’t expect a different result from the same, continual approach—just as you would
not expect to arrive at a different destination if you continued to drive around the same block over
and over again. 

In seeking to leverage underutilized assets, you will gain a lot more from the experience by defining
your purpose, your reasons for engaging new activities and the possibility of making a significant
difference in some specific aspect of your life. 

When you share with someone else your commitment to succeed in your new endeavor, you activate
accountability. You will gain much more from your personal efforts when someone else knows the
seriousness of your commitment. 

These three simple questions were designed to help you make an honest assessment of
your personal perspective on life and work at this moment in time. The questions were
meant to be thought-provoking. 



Think Bigger!
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A.    Attitude Is Everything

If you can envision it, you can build it. All it takes is a little attitude—a positive attitude. You can
accomplish amazing things when you believe you can. Simply put, attitude is EVERYTHING! The way
you view life, especially the way you view your opportunities, will benefit further from a positive
attitude. 

Belief in possibilities is, perhaps, our greatest asset. When we believe in possibilities, it is much harder
to fall into a belief that we cannot overcome problems and challenges. Challenges are opportunities
to gain experience. 

There is also magic in thinking big! Break away from your comfort zone and challenge yourself to
pursue what you may not have thought possible before. The ability to think big and challenge
yourself will awaken the fires within you and will fuel your mental capacity to take you to places you
have never been. Understanding and executing the concept of LEVERAGE can be the beginning of a
new beginning. 

Make big plans; aim high in hope
and work, remembering that a

noble, logical diagram once
recorded will not die.

-Daniel Burnham

Clarify Your
Purpose
Exercise 



Our educational systems, regardless of level, invest incredible resources in determining how to
educate in the traditional manner. What appears to be missing is a different type of education—
education that focuses on the development of the human being and the knowledge needed to
understand how to maximize our potential. 
         
Knowledge plays a vital role in our pursuit of success. You will never learn enough—it’s just impossible
to learn everything. However, you can learn what you can do to enhance the value of what you decide
to do when selecting your gig or starting your new microenterprise. Transportation and service gigs
often enable you to do something you already know how to do. What may make an enormous
difference in the return on your investment of time is: how you do it, how your serve the
client/customer, and how you make them feel. The same is true for service, selling, and leasing gigs.
Customers and clients are always number one. 

As you are now beginning to realize, your life is not going to be left up to hope or luck nor is your gig
or any attempt to utilize underutilized time. It is going to be a direct result of the effort you put into it.
Goals and plans will help you increase the probability of achieving the success you desire, and the
continued pursuit of continuous learning will greatly impact the outcome of your pursuits. 

A person without a purpose is like a ship without a rudder. If the ship has no rudder, it can't control
where it's going. The ship will simply drift with the currents of the ocean. 

The same holds true for building a successful life. When we do not have specific goals and plans for
our own lives, we are probably drifting through the sea of life, not knowing where we are going, and
certainly not in control of our destiny. 

Life is your ocean, and it is full of opportunity. When you take the time to set goals and develop plans,
you are effectively charting your course and increasing your chances of arriving at your planned
destination.
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B.    Setting Goals Clarifies Your Purpose  

C.    Continuous Learning is Important
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Developing Personal Goals and Plans

Priority: Savings and Investments of $_____________ in 5 Years

My Investment/Savings Plan looks like this:

Date
Average Amount

Saved/Month

1st Year

2nd Year

3rd Year

Total Saved

4th Year

5th Year

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

Each goal above passes the test of being:

__Exciting __Energizing __Fulfilling __Must-Have __Achievable

Impact on Personal Life/Family

1.

2.

3.

Impact on Others

1.

2.

3.
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Charitable

1.

2.

3.

Learning Commitments I Need to Make/Skills I need to Develop

1.

2.

3.

1.

2.

3.

Evaluating Your Goals

Now that you have completed your goal-setting exercises, respond to the following questions. 

1. How do you feel about your short-term and long-term future now that you have
taken the time to actually determine what it is that you want to achieve?
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2. Are you feeling more or less confident that you can actually design your life and
learn to create the plans that will support your goals?

3. You may have heard the saying, “Failing to plan is planning to fail.” Planning for
anything takes time. Are you now willing to commit to a planning process for your
life and work? If so, why do you feel it will be so important to consistently take the
time to plan and review your goals and plans?

4. Summarize your thoughts about your goals and plans below.
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5. With whom do I need to share my goals and plans? 

6. What resources/information do I need to access to continue my learning?

7. What other commitments actions do I need to immediately take to enhance
achievement of my goals and plans?
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Notes/Other thoughts:



Make your
choices
wisely

Leveraging an underutilized asset or several assets is a decision worthy of your best thinking and
evaluation of yourself. The concept of LEVERAGE, as discussed in our work, has never been about
working something new to earn “extra” income. The concept of LEVERAGE is about developing
sustainable sources of income. Your investment of time is important and the return on your
investment will be contingent upon your effectiveness. Your effectiveness will be contingent upon
the quality of your effort and your effort will correlate with the energy, passion, and commitment
you bring to the new endeavor

As mentioned previously, just because you have multiple choices does not mean that you choose
to activate multiple possibilities, especially at the same time. Explore the possibilities and choose
carefully.

A logical first step might be to embrace a mentor; however, you must be careful. Everyone can
benefit from a mentor but all who are willing to offer advice often offer opinions and are not
qualified mentors and coaches. Like professional athletes who need coaches to help them
understand how to better themselves and their skills, those of us who desire to become the
architects of our own destiny will benefit from resources to help us improve our skills and increase
our knowledge. This is also why it is important to access resources and information. New
knowledge is only a few clicks away. Every author of every book you read is, in many ways, a
mentor. You will benefit from positive and supportive mentors and coaches so make a
commitment to seek them out and learn as much as you can from them.

You should also seek benchmarks of success. Identify others who are already doing what you are
thinking of doing and who are already succeeding at the same or similar endeavor. Seek to identify
three people who are already developing income from an endeavor that is interesting to you. Then
seek to identify three keys to each of their successful endeavors. You will find that you can save
both time and learning by taking the time to learn from others who are already doing exactly what
you have in mind. You will also need to explore your options and possibilities. What additional
information do you need pertaining to specific possibilities?
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The following charts will help you to be specific about the people you need to embrace and the
information you need to explore and learn more about. 

Mentors and Coaches

Who? Why? What Can I Learn?

1.

2.

3.

1.
2.
3.

1.
2.
3.

1.
2.
3.

Other Resources

What/Who? Why? What Can I Learn?

1.

2.

3.

1.
2.
3.

1.
2.
3.

1.
2.
3.
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Transportation Service Selling

Reminder: Gig Opportunities Fall Within 4 Major Categories

Leasing

These types of gigs are
for those who enjoy
doing tasks that others
do not like to do.
Freelancers who have
specific skills can market
those skills through the
many platforms that
now exist to support
connection with clients
who desire the services. 

Cars are a major
underutilized asset.
Most remain parked
most of the time.
Transportation gigs are
very popular for those
who enjoying driving
and meeting people.

Selling gigs are very
popular because the
digital platform is easily
engaged either
independently or
through an already
established brand.
Affiliate marketing has
become very popular. 

The digital platform
enables connection
with clients
interested in leasing
just about anything
you can imagine. If
you own something
that is underutilized,
you can find ways to
lease the asset when
you want to. 

What Assets do I desire to LEVERAGE?

Physical Assets Knowledge Experience

Skills Personality Other Attributes
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My Choice(s)

Primary Asset to LEVERAGE:

Why?

My Commitment: 

I will invest _______hours/day, a minimum of _____ hours/week in an effort to earn

$_______ per month from my efforts.  

Other assets I will learn to LEVERAGE

Why?

Other assets I will learn to LEVERAGE

Why?

Other assets I will learn to LEVERAGE

Why?

Other assets I will learn to LEVERAGE

Why?

Other assets I will learn to LEVERAGE

Why?

Other assets I will learn to LEVERAGE

Why?



It also behooves us to understand how our beliefs, principles, and values impact the outcomes in
our lives. As we journey through life, it is easy to adapt to the environment and even the beliefs,
principles, and values that we are surrounded by most of the time.

At this stage in the planning process, it becomes important that you believe that you can now
accomplish what you have decided to do. It is also important to understand that whatever your
vision for your accomplishments through new LEVERAGE possibilities that you will activate, other
people will also be involved. When we embark upon attempting to accomplish something that is
meaningful to us, it must also be meaningful to others. There are very few things that we can
accomplish in life without the involvement of others. When we understand this basic principle and
place value upon it, we hold ourselves accountable for what we set out to accomplish. Family
members will benefit from your success so it is wise to share your plans with those who will
understand what you are planning to do. 

Regardless of the choices, you make as to how you will execute the concept of LEVERAGE, other
people will become important as customers, clients, and possible partners in some fashion. Others
will also make choices as to whether they would like to engage your proposition be it a service or a
product. In summary, the choices that others make will always be a result of your presentation, the
manner in which you engage others, and subsequently, the quality of the relationship developed –
short-term or long-term.

When you incorporate a commitment to basic principles, and values into the goals and plans you
develop, you begin to establish the foundation upon which your new possibilities will be
developed. 

Take some time to document what you truly believe are your core beliefs principles and values. We
provide examples in the charts we share. We also provide blank charts for you to personalize into
what you believe to be your core principles and values.

Principles
& Values 
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Principle Commitment

Customer Focused

Always Add Value

I will exemplify the product or service I
offer by being a model of excellence -
always exuding my personal passion and
belief in the product or service. 

I will add value to all interactions and
make the customer experience greater
for them than for me.

Clear Purpose

Be A Student

I will always work with a purpose to
deliver satisfaction, never with a goal to
simply earn from the transaction, unless
it is an investment opportunity.  

I am committed to always learning and
growing, knowing that I can only get
better.

Embrace Change I now recognize and acknowledge that
change often creates new opportunities
and for my personal incomes possibilities
to increase, I must change something
about what I am currently doing. 

Core Principles
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Principle Commitment

Integrity

Accountability

I will never compromise my principles
and values

I will always assess my personal
performance honestly and without
excuses. 

Perseverance

Discipline

I will not quit before I get started. I
commit to learning and growing and
being able to make a valid decision as to
whether I should move on if I am not
satisfied with my results. The choice is
always up to me. I will make credible
choices. 

I will work at my new possibilities
consistently and in accordance to a plan.
I will not embrace new possibilities and
“hope” that they work out. I will invest in
myself first via my commitment to be
disciplined. 

Core Values

Embrace Change I now recognize and acknowledge that
change often creates new opportunities.  
To increase my personal income
possibilities, I must change.  
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Develop Your Personal Core Principles:



Next Steps 

There is Magic in Moving Forward
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This planning guide has been about helping you define what you want to receive from both life and
work. Deciding to activate concepts of LEVERAGE may lead you to work a gig, become an influencer
through some type of involvement as an affiliate marketer, brand promoter, direct seller, freelancer,
real estate agent, coach/mentor, or start an enterprise you have envisioned.

The objective of this planning guide was never to give success a definitive meaning…; in fact, that
would be impossible. The definition we used earlier for success as being “happiness and peace of
mind” was intentional. Happiness and peace of mind may be quite different for you than for other
family members, friends, and or coworkers. Additionally, it is quite likely that our definitions will
change with the years, with our experiences, and with our accomplishments. What is important today
may not be as important next year. What will always remain important is that you continue to design
the life you desire and, of course, your work.

No course or planning guide provides some magical answer, even though you may feel that the
contents of this guide have worked magic on your mental outlook, your belief in yourself, and your
realization that you are capable of accomplishing more. In fact, you probably now realize that what
you may have envisioned to be a simple decision to work a gig or start something new can be so
much more.

Engaging in a gig could mean giving yourself a raise that may not be possible through traditional
employment or the opportunity to use the underutilized time to increase the return on your
investment in work. Gigs do not require resumes, they require desire. Gigs do not recognize age, past
experience, or inexperience. Gigs provide opportunities to work with the attributes of flexibility and
freedom to work the way you desire. Working multiple gigs are also a possibility. In combination,
multiple gigs become your microenterprise.

The Future is Faster
than You Think.

-Peter Diamandis and Steven Kotler
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 Nelson Mandela may have described this better than anyone. He is
quoted as saying. “I never lose. I either win or learn!”

You now have the basic knowledge and tools to activate some of the concepts
associated with LEVERAGE! Do SOMETHING!


